
O 
ver the 

past year 

we were 

blessed to 

have the Rev. Robyn 

Saylor act as a UCOM 

Board member, 

volunteer, advocate, 

and impassioned 

champion of our work 

to involve people with 

disabilities in all 

aspects of UCOM.    
 

     Robyn grew up in 

Grand Rapids, went to 

Michigan State for her 

undergraduate degree, 

has a Masters in 

Divinity from 

Western Theological 

Seminary, a cat 

named Reese's and happens to have cerebral  palsy.  
 

     Robyn’s many community organizing commitments 

led her to step down from her position on the UCOM 

board, though she remains an active volunteer helping 

once a week as the afternoon receptionist and  the first 

face visitors to UCOM see.        

     Robyn’s passions include civil rights, affordable 

housing and transportation. “It is important that everyone 

has access to transportation and that it is not just people 

with disabilities and the elderly using public 

transportation.” said Robyn.  
 

     UCOM is  proud of the strides made towards the 

inclusion and involvement of our neighbors and we are 

excited for all that our friends share with us.  “I like to 

volunteer at  UCOM because it allows me to get my 

community work done, and it is important for the 

Grace: Robyn is able to use her con-

siderable gifts to help UCOM because  

of donors like you. 
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By Erin Mann Community Development Manager  

Yummy:  

Schools of Hope 

student, Joni is 

able to have fresh 

fruit as a snack 

thanks to your 

donation.   

Inclusion= Involving Our Neighbors  

community to get acquainted with persons with 

disabilities. UCOM gives that opportunity,” said Robyn, 

“I love being able to answer the phone at UCOM 

knowing I am going to help someone.” UCOM continues 

to encourage community members with disabilities to 

work with us and create meaningful lasting relationships. 
 

     You can help this initiative by offering financial or 

volunteer support to ensure that our building is 

accommodating for people with disabilities. Your 

donation allows us to offer stipends to persons with 

disabilities to help foster their independence. If you or 

someone you know would like to volunteer at UCOM 

contact Erin or Jawaun.  

Do you want to use your skills for good?  
 

The Holidays can 

be a difficult time 

for vulnerable fam-

ilies. The season is 

filled with get-

togethers and fes-

tive events that are 

haunted by the 

plight of job loss, 

hunger or poverty. When surrounded by holiday "cheer," 

the pain of crisis can be overwhelming.  But you help 

make the holiday season more joyful for many families.   

 

Please consider helping in one of the following ways:  

 Volunteering as a tutor in the Homework House or 

Schools of Hope programs 

 Providing a holiday  basket for families  

 Assisting with data entry  

 Using your experience in retail to enhance the ap-

pearance of UCOM’s free clothing bistro. 



some things to help furnish his new apartment. The more 

time he spends with us the more he becomes a part of the 

neighborhood, getting to know new people and learning 

more about the community. 

 

     Salvia has been a member of the UCOM family for 

many years and has volunteered countless hours of her 

time helping her neighbors. When her husband recently 

passed away, Salvia leaned on UCOM for support and is 

now back to volunteering. She always mentions how much 

UCOM means to her and how wonderful it is to have a 

place she can go.  

 

     Gwen is working with UCOM to gain some valuable 

job skills and experience.  Gwen’s cognitive disabilities 

have limited her opportunities in the past, but where some 

others saw only challenges you provide an opportunity for 

growth, both for our neighborhood and for Gwen.  Now 

Gwen is working twice a week alongside other volunteers 

and has become another recognizable and trusted face at 

UCOM. 

 

     There are many more stories of people just like these 

folks, stories about people who come to UCOM for many 

different reasons and end up finding comfort, friends, and 

family. You make UCOM much more than just a building 

and programs, it’s a haven where old friends reconnect, 

neighbors interact and grow together, and new 

acquaintances become new friends. 

 

     Whether it’s clients and volunteers, staff and friends, or 

our donors, supporters, and neighbors, everyone at UCOM 

enriches the lives of those around them.  We’re all a part of 

the UCOM community and it is you—through your 

support—who is making a difference in someone’s life 

right now. 

Stamina: Volunteer Lucia Martinez is still going strong after 

20+ years of service with UCOM and recently received the 

Cesar E. Chavez Golden Citizen Award for her work in the 

southwest  Grand Rapids community. 

Building the Beloved Community 

     Maria started volunteering with us several weeks ago. 

A local employer was ready to hire her but first she 

needed to improve her English.  Now after only a few 

weeks Maria is feeling more confident about her ability to 

communicate effectively and is looking forward to her 

new job. 

 

     Susan is pregnant with her second child and due in 

only a few months.  Without you Susan’s new baby might 

not have a place to sleep.  But we have a crib for her and 

Susan is willing to give back and volunteer in the pantry.  

That crib was just donated to us by a UCOM supporter 

and now we can pass it along so Susan’s baby doesn’t 

have to be without.  

 

     Alvin is volunteering at UCOM, making friends, and 

gaining new skills.  He is working with us so he can find 



“French Toast for Maleek is a phenomenal story that 

captures for all of us who live in relative comfort what 

hunger is from the viewpoint of a child. I teared up the 

whole time I read the book and when I was finished I 

knew I’d need dozens of copies…” 

 Michael Merren, Chair Essential Needs Task  Force 

 Food and Nutrition Coalition, Grand Rapids MI 

 

Call UCOM or go to our website to get your copy too! 

 Please Join Us on the Journey  
Diversity is a part of UCOM’s value system and is essential to the 

organization's ability to develop and deliver programs that support 

its mission.  Because of this value system UCOM has started the ac-

creditation process with Partners for a Racism Free Community-to 

strive to become a racism free organization. Racism-free is defined 

as the individual and systemic condition achieved when all persons, 

regardless of skin color, feel welcomed and wanted in all places and 

treat others the same way. You can participate in this process by 

donating books or movies surrounding racial justice issues or join-

ing us at one of our community movie nights. Persons of color are 

especially encouraged to bring your gifts to share with our neigh-

bors. For more information contact Bruce Roller or Shawn Keener 

at (616) 241-4006.  

Home  
 

“Every one of us needs a 
home. The world needs a 
home. There are so many 

young people who are 
homeless. They may have 

a building to live in, but 
they are homeless in their 

hearts. That is why the 
most important practice of 

our time is to give each 
person a home.” 

-Thich Nhat Hanh 
 
 

 
Through your dedication, support and altruism you pro-

vide “home” to so many of our neighbors.  
Please pass this newsletter on to a friend so they can 

offer someone a home too. 



 

Board of Directors 

Maureen Downer, President 
Michigan Works! 

Luis Sandoval, Treasurer 
Mercantile Bank 

Melissa Anderson, Secretary 
IRN Inc. 

Rev. Kyle Karnes 
First (Park) Congregational UCC 

Rev. Peter St. Martin 
Second Congregational UCC 

 

    

Please accept my donation in the amount of $                                               . 
        

                    Name:            
               
                      Address:                      
         
                     Phone Number:                    
         
                     Email:    

  
   UCOM makes it easy for you to donate at  UCOM.org  

 
 

  My friend gave me a copy of your newsletter,  
I would like to help find  
someone a “home”  too.  

UCOM values individuals 

and builds community in 

southwestern Kent County 

by providing material and 

educational assistance to 

meet basic needs, improve 

quality of life, and promote 

self-sufficiency. 

MISSION 

United Church Outreach Ministry, Inc. 

1311 Chicago Dr SW 

Wyoming, MI 49509 

www.UCOMgr.org 

Doug Donnell, Esq. 
Mika, Myers, Beckett and Jones 

Tom Hyde 
Habitat for Humanity/Re-Store 

Lynda Sweigart 
Hope Network 


